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1p FOUNDATIONAL READING AND LANGUAGE STANDARDS 


EXPEDITIONARY Show the Rule™ Overview 
LEARNING 


Show the Rule™:! was developed to address the CCSS Language Standards while engaging students in rich literature. Students immediately practice 
and apply what they have learned through creative writing rather than by completing worksheets. The goal of Show the Rule™ is to support 
students in immediately transferring their knowledge into their own writing. This is not only more engaging, but also provides a more reliable 
assessment than taking a weekly test, because it provides direct evidence of the students’ ability to write about what they have learned. This 


approach aligns with well-established research that shows that grammar is best taught in the context of students’ authentic reading and writing 
experiences.’ 


Summary: 
Introduce a specific rule/language standard through a literary or informational text. 


Students actively listen or look (on overhead or interactive white board) for the rule as it is used in the text. 


As a whole group, students begin to define and form their own examples of the rule. 


Students pick out a picture from a magazine, cut it out and glue it into their Show the Rule™ journal. They use this picture to inspire ideas for 
their own creative writing. 


With the new rule in mind, they write a creative piece using the rule of the week as often as they can throughout the writing piece. This reinforces 
the newly acquired knowledge and demonstrates the depth of understanding. 


Students highlight the ways in which they applied the rule in their own writing, either by using a highlighter or by underlining examples. 


Students continue to work on this writing piece all week and self-score using a rubric. This is turned in at the end of the week for the teacher to 
assess. Students do not formally go back to edit or revise; this is first-draft writing. 


' Used by permission, Eloise Ginty, Vermont Writing Collaborative. For more information and resources, go to www.vermontwritingcollaborative.org 
? For more information on this research base, see Foundational Reading and Language Skills Resources Package for Grades 3-5: Overview. 
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